










and applied in fields.  It is safe and free.  Inadequate 
storage of chemical pesticides is a great risk factor in 
developing countries.  Leakage of chemicals into the soil 
and water is dangerous for the farmers’ health and for 
consumers of the crops. 

Eliminating this risk helps protect health, as well as, lower 
input costs and raise profit margins.

Perhaps the most significant and established use of 
disposable plastic bottles is the SODIS (solar disinfection) 
method for producing clean drinking water.  Clear PET 
bottles are filled with water and set out in the sun for six 
hours. The UVA rays kill germs such as viruses, bacteria 
and parasites. The method also works when air and 
water temperatures are low.  Disinfected water is then 
typically transferred to a large container for household 
consumption and hand and dish washing.  SODIS is 
recommended by the World Health Organization, UNICEF 
and the Red Cross.  

SODIS has changed lives in Tituque, a poor community 
of 1,400 people in the eastern department of Chiquimula 
in Guatemala. The village lacks potable water sources. 
As part of comprehensive health and hygiene training 
by World Neighbors and our local partner, farm families 
learned the SODIS method.
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A woman farmer in her kitchen garden in Tanzania

School boys in Tanzania learning about planting trees
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Families now have clean drinking water. As a 
result, gastrointestinal illnesses have fallen 
dramatically. This is critical in a developing area. 
These debilitating illnesses prevent people from 
working, reduce incomes, kill young children and 
keep people in poverty.  SODIS is a simple and very 
inexpensive technology that has a large impact on 
health and productivity. 

The enormous increase in plastic production 
in the past generation has presented the world 
with real challenges and difficult choices.  But 
if used as originally intended, as it is in farm 
communities in dozens of developing countries, 
plastic can actually be an important part of 
environmentally sustainable practices.   Disposable 
water bottles are just one issue on which those in 
the developed world can learn from the creativity 
and resourcefulness of communities with far less 
resources at their disposal.
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 A Kenyan farmer checking his plants
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World Neighbors’ Fiscal Year 2018 	
Annual Report can now be accessed 
online.  Simply go to the Accountability 
section of our website, wn.org, and view 
the tremendous work we accomplished 
last year.

Did you know?


